


He's been voted the sexiest man alive, but in reality Mel Gibson 
has six kids and a happy marriage. Martyn Clayden investigates 
the lethal charm of the actor who's very big down under - and | 
everywhere else as well! 







mericans voted him, "The 
| Bese Man Alive." He’s 

topped other polis as "The 
Man I Would Most Like To Shower 
With," and "The Sexiest Bottom in 
Hollywood,” as well as "The Man 
Most Women Fantasise About When 
They’re Making Love To Their 
Husbands." 

No, it’s not Fred Flintstone but 
the Hunk from Down Under, Mel 
Gibson, currently wiggling that 
delightful derriere for the third time 
in the latest installment in the Lethal 
Weapon series. But despite the acco- 
lades, Mel is a firmly committed fami- 
ly man (including 6 kids and a devot- 
ed wife, Robyn, to whom he’s been 
married for 12 years) who finds the 
adulation of his female fans often 
disturbing: 

“I’ve been grabbed by women in 
all sorts of places - and one where it 
really hurts. One of the most terrify- 
ing experiences of my life was the 
premiere of Mad Max 2 in Austrailia. I 
was horribly trapped by 500 scream- 
ing women and felt petrified. They 
looked like they were going to tear 
me to pieces”. 

For a man who’s still essentially 
modest, shy, and retiring, his current 
heady success must seem a million 
miles away from when he was a strug- 
gling, broke actor in Sydney. He was 
actually born to Catholics of Irish 
descent in Peekskill, New York Sate, 
the sixth of 11 children. His mother 
was a former opera singer, his father 
Red Gibson (because of his hair 
rather than his politics!) a railway 
brakeman. 

His parents emigrated to Oz when 
young Mel was just 12, a decision 
made at least in part by Red’s fear 
that some of his children might end 
up in Vietnam. His strict Catholic 
school taught him self- reliance 
(“some were regular sons-of-bitches 
and others were wonderful men”), 
and when he left he tried his hand at 
a couple of menial jobs before 
enrolling at the National Institute of 
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Dramatic Art. 

In his second year, he made his 
inauspicious screen debut as a surfer 
in a low-budget rock-’n-roll movie 
Summer City (1976). He was the shy, 
quiet one in a group of four fun-loving 
youngsters, and he received the 
princely sum of $20. 

The future was looking decidedly 
grim until Mel went to an audition for 


fledgling director George Miller, who 
was making a low-budget futuristic 
movie about a vengeful cop in black 
leather. He arrived with a bruised 
face following a pub brawl and 
instantly landed the role of Mad Max 
(1979). For someone so young, he 








had a magnetic screen personality, 
and it was well used in this high- 
octane gang-warfare thriller that 
became Australia’s biggest box-office | 
hit, as well as spawning two sequels. _ 

As George Miller commented: “He 
has screen presence and a wide 
range of abilities, but more than that 
seems to be deeply obsessed with 
the craft of acting”. 

But instead of immediately capi- 
talising on his new-found fame, Mel 


_ decided to hone his skills in the the- 


atre, joining the State Theatre 
Company of South Australia to per- 
form in classics like Romeo and — 


_ Juliet and Waiting For Godot. 


Then, instead of aiming for anoth- | 
er obvious commercial film he chose 
Tim (1979) a sensitive study of a 
mentally subnormal handyman who 
falls in love with a woman (Piper 
Laurie) twice his age. He was reward- 
ed with the Australian Film Institute’s 
Best Actor Award - the equivalent of 
an Oz Oscar. 

He added another one with his 
stirring portrayal of a fun-loving 
young man who enlists to fight in the 
Great War in Gallipoli (1981), which 
underlined the sheer horror and 
waste of the conflict. Having obvious- 
ly caught war fever, he agreed to star 
in a humdrum Second World War 
adventure, Attack Force Z (1982), in 
which he was part of an elite com- 
mando group despatched to rescue 
some mates who’d crash-landed 
behind Japanese lines. The film was 
far too downbeat for most audiences, 
and nowadays he grimaces at the 
memory of it: “It serves to remind 
me, when I’m showered with scripts, 
that I can be bad too”. 

So, having learnt a painful lesson, 
he returned to his roots to make Mad 
Max 2: Road Warrior (1982). Rather 
caustically described in the ‘quality’ 
film press as “essentially just anoth- 
er display of vehicles smashing into 
each other”, the sequel was more like 
a Clint Eastwood ‘Man With No Name’ 
spaghetti Western, with Our Hero 
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TEN COPIES OF WARNER’S 
LETHAL WEAPON 3 TO BE WON 
Those who liked Lethal Weapon 1 & 2 
won't be disappointed in the latest adven- 
ture featuring sexy Mel Gibson and the 
grumpy but hunky, Danny Glover. There’s 
enough blood, guts and action in this 
movie to make Arnold Schwarzenegger 
look to his pectorals. 

In addition to the usual Lethal 
Weapon formula comes the added attrac- 
tion of one Detective Cole played by Rene 
Russo, a lady cop who is more than a 
match for the slightly nutty Gibson. Cole 
is Rigg’s alluring alter-ego: a fast talk- 
ing, hard-driving, mean-fighting cop with 
nerves of steel. Have a butchers’ at this 
and watch the sparks fly! 

To win a copy of Lethal Weapon 3 all 
you have to is tell us the name of the 
recently filmed Shakespeare play that 
starred Mel Gibson. Answers on a post- 
card to: Lethal Weapon 3 Competition, 
Video World Magazine, The Northern And 
Shell Building, PO Box 381, London E14 
oe 
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